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not founded on experience, but only adopt-
ed as the least of two evils ; namely, a con-
stantly fluctuating, or a fixed, though small
revenue. I say small, for I think it might
be doubled, and the people made happy.
This, however, we could not do without an-
nulling the perpetual settlement

The advocates on either side of the ques-
tion have so entirely receded from each o-
ther in their arguments, that they have lost
sight of the ground which lies between.
They have forgot, that in a medium between
two extremes there may be much good; for
each of these extremes has undoubtedly ad-
vantages. This medium line of conduct is,
I conceive, the only one which Government
can at present safely adopt,

It seems a matter of very secondary im-
portance to whom the lands originally and
exclusively belonged* The ryots them-
selves, provided their own rights were pre-
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